








’m honored to be able to celebrate the
life and memories of Marilyn Mennello . .
. and not just as the Mayor of Orlando,
but as a member of this community, a
community who is extremely proud of the
legacy she has created.

Orlando would not be the City it is
today without Marilyn’s influence and
enthusiasm for the arts. From some of
Orlando’s most significant cultural venues like the
Orlando Museum of Art to Marilyn and Michael's
namesake, The Mennello Museum, and the count-
less other organizations that have benefited from her
devotion to charity – Marilyn’s legacy for generations
to come will be her passion for the arts and the bet-
terment of our community.

Through her devotion,
passion, and enthusiasm
for art, she has made it pos-
sible for residents to enjoy
access to the arts right here
in our own backyard. Our
own Mennello Museum of
American Art is truly one
of the gems in Orlando’s
cultural crown. On a trip
to St. Augustine, Marilyn
and her friend, Jane 
Dart discovered Earl
Cunningham. Through
the years she and Michael sought out, collected, and
preserved more than 300 of his brightly colored
landscapes and harbor scenes. In 1998 they donated
part of the collection to form the core of the
Museum.

But Marilyn didn’t just make an impression in
Central Florida; she left her mark across the country
– from presidents to the Smithsonian to the the
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City.

Some of you may
not know this, but in
the early ’80s, Presi-
dent Reagan and First
Lady Nancy Reagan
recognized her Amer-
ican art expertise
when they appointed
Marilyn to the
National Museum
Services Board of the
Institute of Museum

Services, a coveted group of dedicated educators and
philanthropists that help to guide museums as they

grow. And I’ve heard that she managed to
wrangle her way into the White House to
present President George W. Bush an Earl
Cunningham painting of “Camp David.”

But Marilyn was passionate about
much more than arts and culture. When
Michael offered me the privilege to share
my reflections of Marilyn today, I spoke
with a few people that were blessed to have

known Marilyn, and heard several repeated themes.
She was a great listener – always interested in what
others had to say.

My wife Karen and the women on my staff
remember her as an inspiration and role model for
women. Since, as her daughter put it, “if born a few
years later, Marilyn would have been destined to be a

CEO.” She used those nat-
ural talents to serve as a
mentor to young women
helping them to develop
into strong leaders.

And she was remem-
bered for her enthusiasm
and zest for life. Whether
it was selling Tupperware,
hosting a black tie charity
gala, or simply being a
dedicated wife, mother,
and grandmother to
Michael, Lynda, Sylvia,

Alec, and Andrew, she truly was an inspiration to all
who had the opportunity to interact and learn from
her. She strongly believed in and supported efforts to
preserve the environment and to make sure that
every effort was made to protect endangered species.

As we reflect today, you can’t think of Marilyn
without recalling the annual Mennello Christmas
Party! She was renowned for her grand events and
when Marilyn and Michael hosted a celebration or a
charity fundraiser, it was done with the ultimate class
and elegance. In fact, I know she is here with us
today – because she wouldn’t miss the opportunity to
host a gathering with her closest friends, family,
lovers of the arts, and fellow philanthropists.

Marilyn was quoted as saying “It’s a wonderful
feeling to leave something for the world to enjoy.
Something to be remembered by.” Well Marilyn,
look around – you did just that through your devo-
tion, inspiration, and passion.

— MAYOR BUDDY DYER

City of Orlando
Eulogy delivered on October 23, 2006
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hen Michael asked me to say some-
thing today, I sat thinking about what I
could possibly say that would capture the
best of my friend Marilyn. And I immedi-
ately discovered two things. First … there
are so many things, I had difficulty know-
ing where to even begin, and second … it
was difficult to imagine her absence. 

I have had the privilege of knowing
Michael and Marilyn for many years.
Frequently Marilyn would call just to chat and we
would inevitably be embarked on yet another new
project for our community, including what she loved
the most in recent years — the Mennello Museum.
She was so very proud of that little jewel and so
grateful to so many of you for helping birth, nurture,
and grow what has become a special part of our com-
munity.

Marilyn had an unshakeable faith in the impor-
tance of art in our lives.  She had what Wallace
Stegner called … “the sundial theory
of art, which could count no hours
but the sunny ones.”  She only saw
opportunity and it was with an
uncomplicated vision.  

As a collector myself, I’ve always
believed your walls ought to say some-
thing about who you are.  And if
you’ve ever been to the museum or to
their home, you would know that
they were people of grace, elegance,
and generosity of spirit, who made
our part of the world more beautiful.

Marilyn was a gallant matriarch —
small in size and towering in stature.  There was
something breathtaking in her vision to make art
part of life.

She had a special power over us whenever she
smiled and her eyes would sparkle.  Her charm was
sincere, as was her interest in all of us, and we were
all captured in her gravitational pull. 

To women she was a role model — to men she
was our girlfriend.  Michael — thank you for shar-
ing.  She walked this world with a gentleness, rever-
ence and zest and her personal grace, enthusiasm and
charm, quite exhausted the vocabulary of all of us.

Today as we gather together, we are Marilyn’s col-
lection — her body of work that reflects the people
she touched during her life.  Look around — you can
tell the wide variety of people she included in her col-
lection:  some of us are fine art … some of us are sur-
realists … some of us minimalists … someone of us
— including me — perhaps a little more abstract.  It
is quite an eclectic collection.

Helen Keller once said, “The best and
most beautiful things in the world cannot
be seen or even touched, they must be felt
with the heart.”  For all the great works of
art Marilyn collected over the years and the
people she helped, I don’t know if she saw
anything or anyone with her eyes.  She
viewed everything with her heart.  

She left our community last Tuesday
morning a much more vibrant, colorful,

cultured community than when she arrived here in
1962.  

Michael, you and Marilyn were a great partner-
ship and even though death ends a life, it does not
end a relationship.  Our relationship remains with
you, her family, her vision and her memory.

As for Marilyn, she is loving everything about this
moment.  Her friends gathered — the fuss … the
beauty of this place, the courage of Michael and her
family … and the love celebrating her life.

And I can just imagine the conver-
sation that she and Earl Cunningham
are having right now —she’s probably
trying to buy more of his paintings
and he’s probably refusing to sell.  But
he’ll once again give in to her charm
— I have no doubt. 

Marilyn left us too soon and we are
going to grieve … but she would not
want us to grieve too long.  She would
want us to get on with our lives and
enjoy the beauty that surrounds us …
and she would want us to have some
fun! That would be Marilyn’s way —

and we all know how Marilyn always gets her way.

I would close with a passage by Sir Stephen
Spender …

“The names of those who in their lives fought
for life,

Who were at their hearts, the fire’s centre,
Born of the sun they traveled a short while
toward the sun,

And left vivid air signed with their honor.”

Earth receive an honored guest … our friend
Marilyn is laid to rest.

God speed Marilyn. 

— RICK WALSH

Senior Vice President, Darden Restaurants, Inc.
Eulogy delivered on October 23, 2006
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am honored to be here today to offer my thanks
for the joy of having Marilyn Logsdon Mennello as
my friend. We’ve heard already of Marilyn’s elegance
and humility and quiet but powerful way of making
her world a better place. So now I want to talk about
her extensive “Circle of Friends” in the world of
American art.

American artists over the first 200 years of our
history were often neglected in favor of the European
masters. It took courage and independence for
patrons and collectors to step outside the received
wisdom to see with fresh eyes the new art that was
made here, under this country’s unique circum-
stances of exceptional liberty and a vast continent of
great natural beauty.

Perhaps the most famous name in this history is a
woman named Electra Havemeyer Webb. She was
the daughter of Louisine Havemeyer, the great gild-
ed age patron and donor to the Metropolitan
Museum at the turn of the 20th century. Electra
stepped outside her mother’s world of European cul-
ture to become the first great collector of American
folk art in the 1920s, discovering and saving for all of
us many native treasures that would surely have been
lost without her intervention. In 1947, she opened
the Shelburne Museum in Vermont to share the art
she loved with the public.

Marilyn Mennello is a worthy successor to Electra
Havemeyer Webb and her courageous, free-thinking
spirit. All of you have heard how Marilyn happened
on Earl Cunningham’s art in St. Augustine and,
despite all the difficulties, managed to purchase his
paintings. With Michael’s help and devotion, they
obtained a New York exhibition of Cunningham’s

work in 1995 that was reviewed by a New York
Times critics as “fantastic in both senses of the
word.” Soon after, plans for the Mennello Museum
of American Folk Art—now the Mennello Museum
of American Art—-were in the works.

For Marilyn to discover Earl Cunningham was
truly the accomplishment of an independent and
empathetic person. While we wouldn’t normally
think of Marilyn as a radical who was overthrowing
tradition, it took real courage to champion the work
of an unknown artist in the mid-20th century. She
didn’t just admire his work one day and move on
with her life. She understood his vision, and she
made it her mission to be sure that we all saw it too,
through eyes she opened. 

In the course of this enterprise, Marilyn and
Michael made friends across America from Los
Angeles to New York, as well as here at home in
Florida. They were invited to join a distinguished
collectors group at the Metropolitan Museum called
the Bryant Fellows, and another at the Smithsonian
American Art Museum called the American Art
Forum. These two groups travel widely to meet pri-
vate art collectors and see their homes. In the course
of these trips, true friendships are formed. I’m happy
to see some of these friends here today, and several of
their names on the Mennello Museum donor plaque
near the front door—-John and Dolores Beck,
Thelma and Melvin Lenkin, John Liebes, Fred Hill,
and Ted Slavin.

Next September, as most of you know, Mr.
Cunningham goes to Washington. The Smithsonian
American Art Museum will present a major exhibi-
tion of his paintings in our dazzling renovated muse-
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um, and then send the show on a national tour. Our
Senior Curator Dr. Virginia Mecklenburg, who is
here today, has organized the show and written the
book. We are both grateful to many in this audience
for lending their artworks and for their financial sup-
port as well. We’re especially grateful to Frank Holt,
director of the Mennello Museum, whose knowledge
and assistance are crucial to our success.

But it has been troubling me for the past several
days that, when Mr. Cunningham comes to
Washington, Marilyn won’t be coming along too.
Michael has told me that it was her dream to be with
us for the exhibition opening, keeping her hopes
high through the ups and downs of her illness. Then,
yesterday, Joyce Ann Applequist told me something
her daughter Kirsten said. “Mom, don’t be sad,
because Mrs. Mennello is hanging out with Mr.
Cunningham now.” As always, I guess, Marilyn has
gone straight to the top to make sure everything is
done exactly right for our show, and I’m counting on
her being with us when we open in Washington. It’s
an honor to dedicate the exhibition catalogue to
Marilyn’s memory.

During Marilyn’s long illness, Michael and Frank
Holt gave me frequent updates, and I in turn passed
them along our informal phone tree, so there was a
kind of vigil during her last weeks, from friends all
across the country. They join me now in celebrating
her life and offering thanks for our many years
together with her.

A number of us were happy to be included in the
Mennellos’ 25th anniversary party in 2002. We had
never seen a party of such joy, nor had we ever seen

so many flowers in one room before. A very special
aspect of the evening was meeting Marilyn’s “Circle
of Friends” in Florida. She was as generous with
friends as with art, and I feel fortunate to count so
many of you in this audience now as our friends too.
I’ve especially loved getting to know her daughters
Sylvia and Lynda, and on this trip, her handsome
grandsons, Andrew and Alec. “The Honorable
Marilyn Logsdon Mennello” was in every way truly
honorable, and an example for each of us, in friend-
ship and commitment.  

Most of all, I thank Michael Mennello for bring-
ing so much happiness to Marilyn’s life over thirty-
one years—-love, excitement, shared experiences,
and devotion. Michael often said “Marilyn and I
achieved things as a team that we could never have
done on our own.” He truly was her soul-mate, and
we deeply feel his loss today. 

It was my privilege to be here for that special day
in November 1998 when the Mennello Museum was
dedicated. I said then that Earl Cunningham, after a
difficult life that was nearly lost to history, had at last
found “safe harbor” here. Now, in this chapel that
Marilyn so loved, on the campus she supported for
many years, with Michael surrounded by so many of
her wide “Circle of Friends” and her beautiful fami-
ly, we know that Marilyn Logsdon Mennello has also
found “safe harbor” in the hearts of each of us, and
with God.

— ELIZABETH (BETSY) BROUN, PH.D
The Margaret and Terry Stent Director
Eulogy delivered on October 23, 2006

Earl Cunningham and Marilyn
in front of the Over-Fork Gallery, 1970



am the luckiest peron in the world because Marilyn Logsdon Mennello was my mother. She was
more to me than just my Mom. She was my best friend, my confidant, my counselor, my advisor,
my strength and my rock. She was extraordinary and her gifts were as beautiful and instinctive as
being able to dance across the heavens.

But she didn’t just influence my life, she influenced many of the lives of her friends that are here
today. I have had the privilege of talking with many of you over these past few weeks and you hon-
ored my mother by describing her to me in glowing terms. You said she was a remarkable woman,
a true friend, a wonderful person, a godsend and a blessing, a beautiful woman inside and out, one
of the greatest women I have known. You said to me that she was generous, kind, caring, loving,
honest, hard working, gifted, talented, smart, tireless, elegant, devoted, sincere, spiritual, a vision-
ary, a doer, an angel, one of a kind. Yes, she was all these things and more.

Marilyn and Michael have been recognized as great art collectors, but Mom was a collector of
people. She genuinely cared for all those that found their way to her light. She loved putting peo-
ple together and she was able to draw people out and open them up to the possibilities in their own
lives. She knew your families, your children, their ages and where they went to college. She cared
about the events in your lives, she cared about your joys. Albert Einstein wrote, “Only a life lived
for others is a life worth living.” She lived her life for me and my sister Lynda, for grandsons Alec
and Andrew. She lived her life for her beloved Michael and she lived her life for all of you in this
room and beyond. She has left this world a legacy. Some of that legacy is tangible to be sure, but
there is also the intangible legacy that you and I must carry on. She showed us how to blaze trails,
how to fight the good fight, how to give of yourself when needed, how to volunteer when called and
how to care about and love your fellow man.

Of the many, many things I will miss about my mom, I think I will miss her voice most of all.
I will miss hearing her answer the phone with “Hi, darling.” I will miss hearing her beautiful per-
fectly pitched singing. I will miss her voice of reason. I will miss hearing the joy and gladness in her
voice. I will miss the warmth and love that always came through when she was speaking. I will miss
her little cough. I will miss her distinctive sneeze. I will miss the sound of her laughter.

French poet Alphonse de Lamartine, wrote, “Sometimes, when one person is absent, the whole
world seems depopulated.” Oh, how I feel that today. The absence of my mother from this earth
leaves a hole so big that no one seems present. But, I know how intensely she loved and how deeply
she was loved in return. There are so many beautiful memories of the life of Marilyn Logsdon
Mennello. Death leaves heartache, but love leaves us memories.

— SYLVIA OVERBY

Eulogy delivered on October 23, 2006
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Dear Grammie,

hank you so much for being part of my life. I can think of no other person who, without excep-
tion, has never been cast in a negative light. You radiate the quintessence of what is good, kind and
fair. That aura surrounds you; it is your halo here on earth. Thank you for my mom and my aunt;
it is obvious that you taught them to shine as you do. Thank you for your guidance; a more
admirable role model I do not know. Thank you for convincing me that happiness is a state of mind.
That conversation we had on your birthday has impacted me more than you know.

The playwright Bertolt Brecht said “Do not fear death so much, but rather the inadequate life.”
I hope your mind is at peace for your life exceeded ‘adequate’ a long time ago. You have worked so
hard at making this world a better place for those around you, and thousands more. I hope that you
are not worried about loose ends or items yet to be crossed off your super human ‘to-do' list. Know
that you will truly live on. Your salient qualities have been imbued upon those closest to you. It is
through them that your wishes will transpire. Your cookbook will get written, and I look forward
to helping. Your contributions to the arts and society will not stop, Michael will make sure of that.
Good will and charity will continue to follow in your name. Your daughters will be taken care of,
Michael will be loved, and your grandsons will continue their ascent in this world.

The essence Marilyn Mennello will not leave this world. You have given pieces of yourself to such
wonderful people; through them you will continue to do wonderful things. The path to happiness
that you have shown me has changed my outlook on the world. I pray that it helps me to do great
things. What an example you have set for us all! You have shown us all that truly there is no point
in life where you can’t achieve what you want. Perhaps you paved the way for Congresswoman
Overby.

You will be with me always Grammie. I love you so much. Wherever the path that you are on
leads, remember that we will all walk down it eventually. The connection between you and those
you love is tangible. This was most obvious when we were watching Johnny Carson together, or per-
haps when discussing Lynda’s regimen of drinking juice, sleeping on her left side, then rising in the
morning and clicking her heels exactly three times. In our shared laughter, good times and warm
feelings, our connecting reveals itself. Whatever lies beyond this world, those you love will all be
there, together. Thank you for everything.

Love,
Andrew

— ANDREW OVERBY

Remembrance delivered on October 22, 2006
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onations to the Fund will allow The Mennello Museum of American
Art to accomplish two goals: to purchase appropriate works of art to honor
her deep commitment to the visual arts and the Museum in particular, and
to provide “seed” money for the creation of an endowment, in her memory,
for the Museum.

Michael has selected a sculptural work “Star” by the Rochester based
American sculptor Albert Paley. How appropriate that ”Star” will recognize
Marilyn’s stellar personality. Her generosity, friendship and love of this com-
munity will be remembered for generations.

Thank you to the following supporters.

THE MARILYN FUND / THE MARILYN ENDOWMENT FUND

in memory of
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Love in this world

Her memories are carried on
Happy, radiant, charmed

an angel on this earth.

Pink and white roses
Always a smile to share

Good thoughts, kind words
Bringing people together.

Art patron
Lover of animals and the earth

Persistent in politics
The ultimate in entertaining.

Holding family high
Husband, daughters, grandsons
Instilling values, open thinking

Spiritually free.

Friends for years
Close friend for a short time

Mentor and peer
Family without being related.

Battle of the blood
Courageous fight

I don’t want to lose
Kick the roses!

Marilyn became a close friend of mine even though I only knew her for six years.
I admired her for her strength, persistence and love. I will miss her.

— JOYCE GREEN

President, Friends Board of the Mennello Museum of American Art
January 17, 2007�

everal years ago, the Museum presented two exhibits that highlighted the art of the Navajo –
beautifully woven and  wonderfully colored saddle blankets and  spoons created from flattened sil-
ver dollars or silver nuggets that had been  produced for  the tourist trade. The spoons were either
highly decorated with incised designs or very plain. 

I will never forget a late afternoon visit from Marilyn – she had stopped in to chat. During the
conversation she gave me a small gold box tied with green ribbon - inside was a small Navajo spoon
engraved with a buffalo head. Her mother had purchased it for her when the family was traveling
through Arizona. She had loved it as a child because it brought back fond memories and she want-
ed to pass it along to me because she knew it had found a good home. A special gift from a very
special person.

— FRANK HOLT

Executive Director, The Mennello Museum of American Art
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ALBERT PALEY 
Interlace, 2005 

formed and fabricated steel with painted finish 
12´ × 18.5´ × 4´ 

This monumental sculpture has been purchased in memory of
my beloved Marilyn as a tribute from her devoted husband Michael.

It will be installed on the grounds of the Museum within the next several months.
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�The Mennello Museum of American Art

The Mennello Museum of American Art is owned and operated by The City of Orlando.
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The Old Clock: Time and Life

How beautiful is the sound of your beat. Clearly it can be
heard during the day and magnificently during the night.
You constantly remind us as you go forward that so is our
lives. Your message therefore becomes evermore compelling,
as you tell us that one day, at a certain hour and minute, and
then last second, our transitory lives will end. Hence, may
your inevitable communication of time hopefully inspire
each to do for one another all good deeds during this short
passing by. You teach everyone to reflect to those who pre-
ceded us and to prepare for those that will succeed us. And
through your signal of time, let all who stand beside you
meditate of generations of by-gone years, of present day, and
of future centuries.

Beat on, beat on ye old clock and timekeeper of past, pres-
ent and future, and whatever your escapement, be it anchor,
verge, or deadbeat, carry forward your message for all gener-
ations to come and give them wisdom just as you have to
this and all preceding ones. Let the sound of your beat never
die, but rather bring forth its true meaning as it has to me, a
meaning of time and life linked together.

—Albert Mennello
In memory of their parents 




