




Conserving a Legacy

Presenter
Presentation Notes
By 1980 Marilyn Mennello learned of Earl Cunningham’s tragic death. Immediately she began contacting local shops and art galleries in St. Augustine for more information on the where about of his paintings. She remembered Earl’s dream to exhibit his paintings in a museum dedicated to his work and so she set out to find and purchase as many of his paintings as she possibly could.
A man in St. Augustine, claiming to be Earl’s brother-in-law sold her 62 of the paintings he had acquired after Earl’s death. This was the beginning of the Mennello’s collection. 
Marilyn described herself as an obsessed detective, looking around the country for Earl’s 405 paintings. To her success she found several more of Earl’s paintings in Maine, in surviving relatives and friends old houses and attics. The paintings survived the harsh storage conditions because they were painted on Masonite board.
By 1985, the Mennello’s had collected 350 of Earl’s paintins, along with personal photos and journals.



The Mennello Museum
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Presentation Notes
In 1998 the City of Orlando opened the Mennello Museum of American Art, with a permanent collection of Earl Cunningham’s paintings on view. The Mennello’s graciously donated over 50 of Earl’s paintings to the museum.

In 2003 Earl Cunningham was selected for the highest cultural honor given by the state of Florida. He was selected for the Florida Artists Hall of Fame. Also, PBS created a film documentary on Cunningham and broadcasted his life story nationally on public television.

In 2008, the 10th year anniversary of the Mennello Museum, Earl Cunningham’s paintings went on a National Tour to some of the countries most prestigious art museums, beginning in Washington DC at the Smithsonian Folk Art Museum, then in Manhattan at the Folk Art Museum next to the MoMA, following the Fennimore in Cooperstown, and lastly ending in Orlando at the Mennello Museum in March 2009.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
I hope you enjoyed this presentation on the life and works of Earl Cunningham and I encourage you all to come visit our special museum.
If anyone is interested in Free Day Schedules or arranging a docent lead tour please see me after the presentation.

Thank you.



Come Visit us!

900 East Princeton Street
Orlando FL 32803

Tuesday to Saturday 10:30am to 4:30pm
Sunday 12:00pm to 4:30pm

Adults $4
Seniors $3
Students $1

Children Under 12 FREE!


